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Many of the galleries, however, had been closed long
previously; some, perhaps, by the Mahrattas, others
generations earlier. This fact, which might have been
conjectured, was made certain by the engineer in charge
of the fort about sixty years ago. He was looking at
the palace from the river, when it struck him that the
windows in the great wall extended beyond the termina-
tion of the gallery into which some of them opened. A
rough measurement convinced him of this. Either,
therefore, the gallery had originally continued further,
or else the remaining windows lighted another range of
chambers.
The gallery terminated so abruptly that the en-
gineer adopted the first of these explanations, and con-
cluded that for some reason or other the further portion
of the gallery had been walled up. He commenced to
open it. The wall was hard and enormously thick; the
work occupied days* At length a stone fell outwards;
through the aperture came a ray of light; and when
the opening was enlarged the workmen looked into a
round, deep, vaulted chamber. Across the upper portion
stretched a wooden beam, and from the beam hung
suspended the remains of a human skeleton. The lower
part of the vault was choked with rubbish, and over the
yubbish was a pile of human bones.
The discovery made a great noise at the time, but
society in India changes so rapidly that in a few years
it was generally forgotten. Our present occupation of
the fort had brought the story to recollection, but the
exact particulars were a matter of dispute, as, indeed,
was the alleged discovery of the skeleton and the bones.
It was with great interest, therefore, we learned that
the excavations in this place were to be resumed.
I will not go into the details, which without a plan